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My sister and I are scheduled to open Grapefull Sisters Vineyard in rural Columbus County, N.C.  From a 
"used-to-be" tobacco farm land, it is now producing beautiful muscadine vines, that we hope to be loaded with 
plenty of plump, juicy muscadine grapes this fall.  90% of our production will be for the wine industry of N.C.  We 
have poured our hearts and souls and our savings accounts into this project, due to open May, 2006 in just two 
weeks.  
  
Regarding the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program:  The language (§ 1290.4) “Priority will be given to fresh 
specialty crop projects” threatens to shut out the wine industry from the block grant program. In Section 1290.4 
(Eligible Grant Project),  This language is NOT acceptable because the use of the term “fresh” does not include 
the wine industry. 
  
I plead with you to remove this from the bill.   
  
Sheila  Suggs Little 
Grapefull Sisters Vineyard and Inn d'Vine 
828-381-9221 
828-328-6000 ext. 233 
  


